[image: ]



August 2, 2021

The Honorable Patrick Leahy					The Honorable Richard Shelby
Chairman							Ranking Member
Committee on Appropriations					Committee on Appropriations
United States Senate						United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510						Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Brian Schatz					The Honorable Susan Collins
Chairman							Ranking Member
Subcommittee on THUD						Subcommittee on THUD
United States Senate						United States Senate 20510
Washington, DC 20510					

Dear Chairman Leahy, Ranking Member Shelby, Chairman Schatz, and Ranking Member Collins:

The undersigned national organizations, representing the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Coalition, write to urge you to support at least $4.2 billion in formula funding for the CDBG program in the FY22 Transportation, Housing and Urban Development (THUD), and Related Agencies Appropriations bill. CDBG activities help grow and improve communities. Yet, CDBG federal resources remain stagnant and not sufficient to address community needs. CDBG funding has not kept pace with inflation and with program need. The program has never been adjusted for inflation even though program costs increase annually. Grantees report that request for funds consistently outweigh available grant dollars.[footnoteRef:1] Immediate and long-term federal resource investment in CDBG would help address underinvestment and disinvestment in low-income communities and communities of color. [1:  CDBG Impact and Funding Need: A Report of the CDBG Coalition, 2019] 


Every state and over 1,200 local jurisdictions receive annual CDBG grants. CDBG makes its way into neighborhoods through local programs and organizations that provide frontline delivery of program activities that assist and support low-income people. CDBG is a flexible, proven program that allows for the swift delivery of resources to communities and people. Program activities range from residential rehabilitation to infrastructure to public services. CDBG resources preserve affordable housing, improve housing safety, resilience, and accessibility, provide homeownership opportunities, provide safe drinking water and sanitary sewer systems, improve parks and streets, provide food security, and fund other vital community services, such as health, employment, and educational services.  It has also been an important resource for assisting people and businesses impacted by the pandemic. 

Increased CDBG funding is needed now, more than ever, to help underserved neighborhoods and people and to help with pandemic recovery. We urge you to stand with us in seeking increased funding for the CDBG program by providing no less than $4.2 billion for regular program funding. Please feel free to contact Vicki Watson at vwatson@ncdaonline.org with any questions.

We thank you for your support of the CDBG program.

Sincerely,
American Library Association
American Planning Association
Boys and Girls Clubs of America
Council of Large Public Housing Authorities
Council of State Community Development Agencies
Enterprise Community Partners
Feeding America
Habitat for Humanity International
Heartland Alliance
Housing Assistance Council
International Code Council
International Economic Development Council
Local Initiatives Support Corporation
National Association for County Community and Economic Development
National Association for Latino Community Asset Builders
National Association of Counties
National Association of Development Organizations
National Association of Housing and Redevelopment Officials
National Association of Local Housing Finance Agencies
National Association of Regional Councils
National Community Development Association
National League of Cities
National Main Street Center
National NeighborWorks Association
National Recreation and Park Association
National Rural Water Association
National Urban League
Rebuilding Together
Rural Community Assistance Partnership
The Trust for Public Land
U.S. Conference of Mayors
YWCA USA
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