
 

 

A Tribute Resolution Recognizing Mary Biblo for 42 Years of Service as an ALA Councilor-At-

Large and 49 Years of Service as an ALA Member 

 

Whereas Mary Biblo joined ALA in 1971 and in the July/August 2014 issue of American 

Libraries cited the 1977 release of The Speaker as inciting her decades-long activism and 

involved membership in the American Library Association; 

Whereas Mary Biblo worked at and advocated for school libraries and their students as Head 

Librarian of the University of Chicago Laboratory School from 1970-1998; 

Whereas Mary Biblo was a Master Teacher at the University of Chicago Laboratory School 

from 1984 until her retirement in 1998; 

Whereas Mary Biblo served as an elected ALA Councilor-At-Large from 1978-2020, where she 

advocated tirelessly for library workers and ALA staff, moving the successful “Resolution on 

Voter Suppression in America”; 

Whereas Mary Biblo served as a member of the Coretta Scott King Book Awards Jury from 

1983-1989; 

Whereas Mary Biblo was an active member of the Social Responsibilities Round Table from 

1976 to 2019, was elected Coordinator of the SRRT Action Council for 1977-1978, and was 

again a member of the Action Council from 2013 to 2019; 

Whereas Mary Biblo, along with Virginia B. Moore and Marvin Scilken, helped establish the 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday Task Force within the Social Responsibilities Round Table in 1999 

that celebrated its 20th Anniversary of the Sunrise Celebration in 2019; 

Whereas Mary Biblo has served on and chaired numerous ALA committees over her 49 years 

of membership; 

Whereas Mary Biblo has been active in the American Association of School Librarians, the 

Intellectual Freedom Round Table, the International Federation of Library Associations, the 

Illinois Library Association, and the Black Caucus of the American Library Association, to 

name a few; 

Whereas Mary Biblo received the 1996 Distinguished Service award from the Black Caucus of 

the American Library Association; 

Whereas Mary Biblo received the 2015 “Trailblazer” award from the Black Caucus of the 

American Library Association; and 

 

 



 

 

Whereas Mary Biblo has been a mentor and inspiration for countless councilors and all library 

workers during her 42 years as an ALA Councilor-At-Large and 49 years as an ALA member; 

now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, that the American Library Association, on behalf of its members: 

1. recognizes and celebrates the outstanding service that Mary Biblo has provided to 

the American Library Association; and  

2. encourages all ALA Councilors, ALA members, and ALA staff to congratulate Mary 

Biblo on her tenure as an ALA Councilor-At-Large. 

 

Adopted by the Council of the American Library Association  

Saturday, June 27, 2020, ALA Virtual Council Meeting 

   
Tracie D. Hall, Executive Director and 

Secretary of the ALA Council  

 

 

 

 


