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This resolution was adopted by the ALA Council on June 30, 2014 

Resolution on Granting the District of Columbia Government Budget Autonomy to 
Allow City Services, including Libraries, to Remain Open during a Federal 

Government Shutdown 
 
Whereas Congress did not pass a continuing resolution to fund the federal government 
at the beginning of fiscal year 2014; 
 
Whereas the District of Columbia (D.C.) government had passed its budget for fiscal 
year 2014 but was unable to spend local tax revenue without authorization from 
Congress; 
 
Whereas D.C.’s nearly 700,000 residents would have been subject to a government 
shutdown if Mayor Vincent Gray had not declared all D.C. government employees to be 
essential and used the city’s reserve fund to pay them; 
 
Whereas a D.C.-government shutdown would have deprived its citizens of access to the 
26 public library branches throughout the city, access to the 90 meeting and study 
rooms in those branches, library services to patrons with disabilities, resources from the 
library’s adult literacy division, and the library’s early childhood literacy campaign; and 
 
Whereas during October 2013, the month of the shutdown, the DC Public Library 
registered 2,207 children and teens for library services, served 22,875 children through 
programming, held classes for 1667 patrons in library space, and provided access to 
35,031 people who used the library for meetings in the library’s public meeting space, 
now, therefore, be it  

Resolved, that the American Library Association, on behalf of its members: 

urges Congress to grant the District of Columbia budget autonomy in order to 
prevent the unnecessary closing of city government facilities, including public 
libraries, in the event of a federal government shutdown. 

 
 
 
Adopted by the Council of the American Library Association 

 
Keith Michael Fiels 
ALA Executive Director and Secretary of the ALA Council 
Monday, June 30, 2014, in Las Vegas, Nevada  
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